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Transfer RNASince its discovery by Hoagland and Zamecnik over 50 years
ago, transfer RNA (tRNA) has long held a special interest for biolo-
gists. Its central role in Crick’s Adaptor Hypothesis placed tRNA at
the forefront of the emerging ﬁeld of molecular biology and it has
remained there ever since. tRNAs many highlights over the decades
include critical roles in the deciphering of the genetic code in the
1960s, RNA crystallography in the 1970s, the discovery of catalytic
RNA in the 1980s and most recently the atomic resolution images
of the ribosome. tRNAs myriad roles have fed a vibrant research
community, and since 1969 the ﬁeld have gathered every two
years or so for the ‘‘International tRNA Workshop”. The 23rd tRNA
workshop takes place in January 2010 in Aveiro, Portugal and will
be attended by over 250 delegates from all corners of the planet. To
coincide with this meeting, we have assembled a series of articles
that encompass the many exciting areas of modern tRNA research.
The articles in this issue cover a broad range of topics from tRNA
synthesis and maturation, to the evolution of the genetic code,
translation and human disease. A characteristic of the best work
on tRNA has always been its broad appeal outside the ﬁeld, and
we hope you will agree with us that this is particularly true for
the collection of insightful articles in this Special Issue.0014-5793/$36.00  2009 Federation of European Biochemical Societies Published by E
doi:10.1016/j.febslet.2009.11.080We are extremely grateful to all the authors, who so generously
contributed these fascinating articles, and to all the reviewers of
the manuscripts for their constructive critiques. It was a pleasure
to assemble this Special Issue, and the universal enthusiasm we
encountered was a testament to the tRNA community. Finally,
we would like to extend our gratitude to the Editorial staff of FEBS
Letters for their excellent technical assistance and patience.
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